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PROSPECT AND RETROSPECT

told her there ought not to be any difficulty about that, for I had seen
you giving and getting transfusions over and over again in the fellowship of friends. When she said you had a "rare" type of blood, I told
her I had known that ever since I met you in the fall of 1921. 'Oh, you
know what I mean,' she said. 'Of course I do,' I answered, 'and you
know what I mean too.' She said she did.
"This morning Ruth came in and said you were doing fine. I replied:
That news makes me understand what Henry IV meant in the television performance of the Age of Kings the other evening when good
news came to him in the middle of the gloom: 'Westmoreland! thou art
a summer bird which ever in the haunch of winter sings the lifting up
of day.' So say we all !"
In the fall of 1964 one of his students wrote this letter to members
of the faculty who had taught him in Law School:
"I am not sure why I got in the car and drove eighty miles to
attend Mr. Wettach's funeral; but I believe that if I can put it right it
is this: all of you did something really important for me. You jointly
and singly equipped me to perform my life's work. You have made it
possible for me not only to make a good living, but to make that
living serving the law with love, and that's right important to me. I
hope to live my life in such a way that it will come to be important
to others too.
"I have no other ambition than to do what I am doing well, give my
family a good home, give my children as good an opportunity as my
father who drove a truck and educated me by the sweat of his brow
and strength of his shoulder gave me. And perhaps when it is all behind
me, and if I have done it well, and if there is then such a need, I will
follow in the footsteps of men from the Law School, the University,
and Chapel Hill who have gone before me in public service undertakings."
Bob Wettach would have loved this letter.

VII
PROSPECT AND RETROSPECT
The University of North Carolina has been identified with legal education in North Carolina from its beginning. Archibald Debow Murphey
started his pre-law education in the University in 1796 and went out
from his graduating class in 1799 to study law in the office of William
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Duffy. He practiced law, acquired leadership in competition with a bar
of extraordinarily able men, and students began coming to his office to
study law, including Thomas Ruffin, Bartlett Yancey, John Motley
Morehead, Jonathan Worth, and John A. Gilmer. And it was Thomas
Ruffin, who, while Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of North Carolina, wrote in 1830 a Memorial to the General Assembly of North Carolina, urging greater financial support for the University and giving the
following reasons, among others: "In North Carolina every person who
is old enough to remember when the University was not, must have
observed and cannot but testify to the effects most salutary, of its establishment... " He went on to say that four hundred men had graduated
from the University and almost as many more had studied here in the
thirty-five years since the opening of its doors in 1795.
"These seven or eight hundred of the Alumni of Chapel Hill," the
Chief Justice continued, "now fill with honor to themselves and the
College and with usefulness to their country most of her posts of distinction, trust, labor, and responsibility in her Legislatures, her Judiciary,
her professions, her schools, besides adding greatly to the mass of general information caught from them in the intercourse of society and
diffused through the body of our Citizens. Many who have sought
employments and homes in distant sections of our Union make us favorably known in Sister States. .. ."
David Lowrie Swain went out from the University in 1821 to study
law in the office of Leonard Henderson and came back to Chapel Hill
in 1835 to start the first course in pre-law study in 1836. He advised
William Horn Battle to start a private law school adjoining the University campus in 1843, recommended him to the University trustees as
Professor of Law in the University in 1845, and brought about a union
of law and pre-law study within the University framework.
In the one hundred twenty-three years since the opening of this Law
School in 1845, its contribution to those areas requiring a background
of legal education has been great. A hundred and twenty or more of
its students have gone out to become Judges of the Superior Court;
twenty-three to become Attorneys General of North Carolina and three
of other states; forty or more to become Justices and Chief Justices of
the Supreme Court of North Carolina and eighteen or more of other
states; and two to become Solicitors General of the United States.
Twenty-seven hundred students from this Law School are now practicing
law in just about every county, city, and town in North Carolina, and
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in many states throughout the Union. A hundred and twenty or more
are attorneys for counties, cities, and towns throughout this state. Fifty
or more are prosecuting attorneys and thirty or more are judges in city
and county courts and in the newly created district courts.
Shortly after the opening of the University in 1795, Governor Alexander Martin expressed the hope that from this institution "would come
men of ability to serve the departments of government with reputation."
This union of law and -the public service is rooted in the University
tradition. In the hundred and seventy-three years since 1795, thirty students have gone out from this University to become Governors of North
Carolina, and eight to become Governors of other states; twelve to become Lieutenant-Governors of North Carolina and other states; one hundred and eighty-seven to become State Senators; three hundred and
seventy-nine to become State Representatives. One man has gone out
from this University to become President of the United States, one to
become Vice President, and sixteen to become Cabinet Members. Fifty
or more have been Ambassadors or Ministers to foreign countries.
Twenty-four became United States Senators from North Carolina and
other states, and one hundred and six became nembers of the United
States House of Representatives. The greater percentage of these public
officials have been lawyers, and since the 1880's a majority of the lawyers
in North Carolina have come from the University Law School.
This tradition of public service may be illustrated in the lives of four
men in successive generations from the 17 9 0's to the 1850's. Archibald
Debow Murphey went out from the University in 1799, practiced law,
went to the General Assembly for several sessions, and wrote two reports-in 1819 and 1823-which have influenced public policy in North
Carolina from that day .to this. He used his chairmanship of -the legislative committee on the Common Schools to write a report blazing a trail
in public education from elementary schools through the University
which won him the accolade of "father of the common schools." He
used his chairmanship of the legislative committee on Internal Improvements -to look at the state as a whole and outline a program for developing the resources of all its sections and bringing them together in one
whole, greater than the sum of all its parts. His dreams came true to
other men, but he lived long enough to know that his programs, followed
in later days, lifted North Carolina out of the great depression of the
early 1800's, stopped migration from the state that in a few short years
took two-fifths of its population to western territory, and brought a
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prosperity in the 1 84 0 's and 50's which was growing to continued heights
when it was cut short in the 1860's by civil war and reconstruction.
Zebulon Baird Vance went out from this University and the pre-law
classes of President Swain and the law classes of Professor Battle in
1851, practiced law, went to the state legislature in 1852 and to the
national Congress in 1854, became Governor of North Carolina from
1862 to 1866 and again from 1876 to 1878, and was elected United States
Senator from 1878 to the 1890's. He fought against secession with all his
power and lifted his hand in a passionate plea to his constituents to stay
in the Union when the news of Lincoln's call for troops came to his
ears and his "hand dropped slowly and reluctantly by the side of a
secessionist." He held the state together in the perilous and divisive days
of civil war, advised with Andrew Johnson on ways and means of returning the South to the Union after Appomattox, and represented
North Carolina in the United States Senate in the aftermath of reconstruction days.
Charles Brantley Aycock went out from the classes of this University
and the law classes of Professor Battle in 1880 to practice law and
become United States District Attorney, to teach school and become
county superintendent of schools in Wayne County, to become member
of the Board of Trustees for the Goldsboro Public Schools for seventeen
years (and for most of that time chairman of the Board), and to become a
political leader throughout his life and Governor of North Carolina in
1901. In this office he gave leadership to the movement for public education, saying as the keynote of his campaign: "If you vote for me, I want
you to do so with the distinct understanding that I shall devote the four
years of my official term to the upbuilding of the public schools of North
Carolina." In these four years he picked up and carried on the twin
programs of public education and development of the state's resources
begun by Murphey in the 1820's and started North Carolina back toward the main stream of national life and the prosperity which had been
checked by civil war and reconstruction. Accredited leaders in North
Carolina have been following in his footsteps and drawing water from
his well from that day to this.
Lennox Polk McLendon went out from this University and the law
classes of Dean McGehee and Professor McIntosh in 1912 to become
mayor of the Town of Chapel Hill, member of the General Assembly,
and Solicitor of the Superior Court. He practiced law for more than
fifty years; and during those years he took time out to serve as member
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and Chairman of the Durham School Board, Trustee of the University
of North Carolina, Governor Ehringhaus' campaign manager and
Legislative Counsel, Chairman of the State Board of Elections, fighter
and winner for the four-year medical school and the Division of Health
Affairs in Chapel Hill, Chairman of the North Carolina Board of Higher
Education, and Counsel for the committee of the United States Senate
investigating ethical standards.
Terry Sanford and Dan Moore in recent years have continued this
tradition of public service. Terry Sanford left the University and Law
School in 1946, practiced law, became President of the North Carolina
Young Democratic Club, went to the General Assembly, managed the
campaign of Kerr Scott for Governor of the state, and himself became
Governor of North Carolina in 1960. Dan Moore went out of this University and Law School in 1928 and practiced law, became a City and
County Attorney, Soliciter of the Superior Court, member of the General Assembly, Judge of the Superior Court, and Governor of North
Carolina.
Within the lifetime of this University, the men have gone out to
live and make their living in different worlds. Archibald Debow
Murphey went out from this University in 1799 to find his footing in a horse and buggy world-in a state of cabins in clearings
and in a collection of settlements isolated and insulated from each
other and the outside world, made up of people who made their
living and lived at home. Zebulon Baird Vance went out from this
University in 1851 and Charles Brantly Aycock in 1880, to find their
footing in a world where the power of steam was shaping the world in
its own image and likeness, and where the railroad, telephone, and telegraph were beginning to draw the states in the Union as closely together
as rivers, canals, and turnpikes in Murphey's generation were drawing
together the counties, cities, and towns within the state. Lennox Polk
McLendon went out of the University in 1912 to live and work in a
world where the power of electricity, the diesel engine, and wireless
communication were beginning to reshape the steam powered world in
their image and likeness and draw separate nations as closely together
as different sections of the country had been drawn in Aycock's day.
Sanford and Moore went out from this University and this Law School
in the 1920's and 1940's to find their footing in a world where nuclear
power was beginning to reshape the world of electricity and the diesel
engine in its own image and likeness, where the airplane was cutting
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pathways through the air as significantly as McLendon's generation had
cut highways on the ground, where radio and television were reducing
the tempo of communications from weeks and days and hours to seconds
and splitting seconds to boot.
Every one of these developing forces has brought new problems before the problems created by its predecessor had been solved, We can
be grateful for the overlapping of these successive forces, for this overlapping has brought interlocking relationships, giving stability to our
society and helping us to keep our footing in a world where the one
unchanging law is the law that governs change.
We can be grateful for the fact that swift changing court decisions,
legislative enactments, and administrative rulings have found their way
into law books to give at least a skeleton structure to the lawyer's stock
in trade; and that running through them all there is the rule of law,
bridging the transition from one development to another.
We can be grateful for the fact that the process of decision outlasts
the decision; that the process of legislation outlasts the statute; that the
process of administration outlasts the administrative ruling; that the
process of law and order outlasts laws and orders; and that this process
becomes more necessitous and compelling with the accelerating speed of
change.
The interlocking lives and careers of these men in the union of law
and public service are symbolic of the relationship of North Carolina
and -the University of North Carolina described by Edward Kidder Graham in 1915 in his inaugural address as President of the University-a
"relationship that is as fruitful and fundamental as the relationship of
the vine and the branches." Multiply these men by the hundreds and the
thousands and you will find the difference the University has made in
the life of North Carolina since Chief Justice Ruffin wrote his letter
to the General Assembly a hundred and thirty-eight years ago.
They live and work in the University tradition expressed by Edward
Kidder Graham when he said: "The professions of law, medicine, the
ministry, journalism, commerce and the rest are essential to the upbuilding of a democratic commonwealth, but they must be interpreted not as
ventures in selfish advancement, but as enterprises in constructive statesmanship. It is the function of the University, not only to train men in
the technique of law, but to lift them to a higher level of achievement
by making them living examples of social justice; not only to make clever
practitioners of medicine, but to lift them into conservators of the public
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health; not merely to train teachers in the facts and methods of education,
but to fire them with the conviction that they are the productive centers
of a new civilization."
I have seen successive Deans and Faculties work in the spirit of this
tradition since I came to this Law School in the Fall of the year 1923.
I saw it guiding Ferson, McCormick, and Van Hecke in the seventeen
years of adjusting old traditions to new standards and bringing this Law
School into the mainstream of American legal education. I saw it
guiding Wettach in holding the school together during the war years
and strengthening its framework in the years that followed. I saw it
guiding Brandis in fifteen years of work which built the Law School that
we know today. I am sure it will guide the new Dean as he works in
the new building on the old and everlasting problem of training students
for private practice and for public service.

